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GENERAL  
INFORMATION

The Slovak Republic was established 
in 1993, after the dissolution of 
Czechoslovakia. Since 2004, the Slo-
vak Republic, mostly known as Slova-
kia, is a member of the EU. Together 
with Hungary, Poland and the Czech 
Republic it constitutes the Visegrád 
Group. Slovakia is the only country 
in the group that has introduced the 
Euro as official currency. Additional-
ly, Slovakia is member of the OECD, 
WTO and NATO. The highest legisla-
tive body of the parliamentary repub-
lic is the Národná rada Slovenskej re-
public, the single chamber parliament. 
Its 150 members are elected every 
four years. The head of state is the 
President – currently Andrej Kiska –,  
who is also the commander-in-chief 
of the armed forces. However, his 
functions are mainly representative. 
The head of government is the Prime 
Minister, since spring 2016 Robert 
Fico. This relatively small country with 
5.4 million inhabitants is divided into 
eight krajov, which serve as adminis-
trative divisions and are subdivided 
into smaller districts, called okresy.

 
ECONOMY

Since the fall of the communist 
regime, Slovakia has developed 
into a flexible and competitive 
market-based economy. After the 
2008-9 recession, Slovakia was 
one of the first economies in Eu-
rope to recover. Nowadays, Slova-
kia is ranked 6th among the fastest 
growing countries in Europe with 
a projected annual growth rate 
of more than 3%. With a GDP of 
78.1 bn € in 2015, Slovakia is the 
63th largest economy in the world 
reaching the 39th highest GDP per 
capita with 14.394€. The current 
economic expansion is mainly driv-
en by a strong domestic demand. 
Main accelerators of the private 
consumption are the decreasing 
unemployment rate – currently 
10.3%, i.e. its lowest rate for the last 
seven years – low credit costs, a 
steady real wage growth and defla-
tionary tendencies. Whereas public 
investments could decline soon, 
due to the outgoing EU funding 
period, the economy benefits from 
large foreign direct investments. 

Foreign investors, especially the 
automotive sector, take advan-
tage of Slovakia´s strategic posi-
tion, its cost-competitiveness and 
the highest labour productivity in 
the CEE region. Automotive is the 
most important industrial sector in 
Slovakia and accounts for 13% of 
the GDP. In 2015, Volkswagen, PSA 
Peugeot Citroën and KIA Motors 
manufactured nearly one million 
cars in Slovakia. According to this 
figure, the small country is the glob-
al leader in car production per cap-
ita. Because of gains in its export 
share, Slovakia´s trade balance has 
been in surplus since 2012. The 
most important trading partner for 
both exports and imports is Ger-
many. As a result of the recession, 
government debts have risen to 
52.5% in 2015. It is expected that 
this figure will decline gradually. The 
public budget deficit is expected 
to decrease from -2.4% in 2016 
to -1.6% in 2016.  The major rate 
agencies currently give Slovakia an 
‘A’-ranking with stable outlooks.
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PRIORITIES

ECONOMICALLY 
STRONG EUROPE

Throughout its Presidency, the Slo-
vak Republic will strive to foster 
economic growth by incentivis-
ing investments. For this purpose, 
the Presidency will mainly focus 
on deepening the Economic and 
Monetary Union (EMU), on increas-
ing the potential of the European 
Fund for Strategic Investments, 
as well as on a sufficient and flexi-
ble EU budget for 2017. In order to 
support small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), progress in the 
field of the Capital Market Union 
(CMU) shall be made. The aim is to 
gradually eliminate current barriers 
to cross-border flows of capital, in 
order to open up alternative invest-
ment sources for SMEs. 

MODERN SINGLE 
MARKET

The Slovak Presidency recognises 
the benefits of the European Sin-
gle Market and wants to extent the 
fundamental freedoms of the in-
ternal market to energy and digital 
in order to exploit its full potential. 

Concerning the Digital Single Mar-
ket (DSM), the free movement of 
citizens and business in the digital 
area as well as the free movement of 
data across the EU´s common mar-
ket feature high on the Presidency’s 
agenda. By promoting a competitive 
integrated energy market, the Presi-
dency wants to work towards a se-
cure and clean energy supply. The 
Slovak Presidency acknowledges 
the 2015 Paris climate agreement 
and will therefore pursue discus-
sions on a European Emissions 
Trading System. 

SUSTAINABLE 
MIGRATION AND 
ASYLUM POLICIES

In the area of migration, the Slovak 
Presidency will aim particularly at the 
protection of the EU’s external bor-
ders. In order to improve Europe’s in-
ternal security and to return irregular 
migrants more efficiently, Slovakia 
will use its rotating term to improve 
the functioning of the European Bor-
der Guard, as well as the information 
exchange between Member States. 
Beside the protection of the external 

borders, the Slovak Presidency will 
strive to restore the Schengen area 
and will continue the discussions on 
the abolishment of the temporally 
introduced inner-European border 
controls. The Slovak Presidency will 
foster cooperation with migrants’ 
countries of origin, in order to tackle 
migration causes.

GLOBALLY ENGAGED 
EUROPE 

An active Common Foreign and 
Security Policy (CFSP) is seen as a 
key instrument to face the signifi-
cant changes in the geopolitical re-
ality. Hence, the Slovak Presidency 
will promote an effective European 
neighbourhood policy. On a global 
level, the Slovak Presidency sup-
ports free, fair and balanced trade 
based on bilateral trade agreements 
with third countries. The strengthen-
ing of the transatlantic relationship 
will also be an important item on the 
agenda. In the field of development 
cooperation, the Presidency will fo-
cus on the implementation of the 
Agenda 2030 and on the future of 
relations with the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific countries.
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WHO 
IS WHO
FOR MORE  
INFORMATION,  
CLICK ON THE  
PICTURES:

PETER  
PELLEGRINI
Deputy Prime Minister  
for Investments and 
Information Society

ROBERT 
FICO
Prime Minister

MIROSLAV  
LAJČÁK
Minister of Foreign  
and European Affairs

GABRIELA  
MATEČNÁ
Minister of Agriculture  
and Rural Development

ANDREJ  
KISKA
President

PETER  
KAŽIMÍR
Minister of  
Finance

ROBERT  
KALIŇÁK
Minister of  
the Interior

ROMAN  
BRECELY
Minister of Transport, 
Construction and 
Regional Development

PETER  
ŽIGA
Minister of 
Economy

Smer SD

Siet SNS

PETER  
GAJDOŠ
Minister of  
Defense

Smer SD

Smer SD Smer SD

Smer SD SNS

Independent

Independent

http://www.erstelesung.de/
http://www.vlada.gov.sk/prime-minister-of-the-slovak-republic/
http://strana-smer.sk/peter-pellegrini
http://www.finance.gov.sk/en/Default.aspx?CatID=20
http://www.minv.sk/?robert-kalinak-minister-of-interior-of-the-slovak-republic
https://www.mzv.sk/web/en/ministry/minister/curriculum_vitae
http://www.telecom.gov.sk/index/index.php?ids=193794&lang=en
http://www.economy.gov.sk/minister-of-economy-of-the-slovak-republic/145374s
http://www.mpsr.sk/en/index.php?navID=3
https://www.prezident.sk/en/page/bio/
http://www.mod.gov.sk/minister-of-defense-of-the-slovak-republic/


Page  5#THEUBERSICHT
SLOVAK PRESIDENCY OF  
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

PETER  
PLAVČAN
Minister of Education, 
Science, Research  
and Sport

>> WHO IS WHO

JÁN  
RICHTER
Minister of Labour,  
Social Affairs and Family

LÁSZLÓ  
SOLYMOS
Minister of  
Environment

PETER  
JAVORČÍK
Permanent Representative 
of the Slovak Republic  
to the EU

TOMÁŠ  
DRUCKER
Minister of  
Health

MAREK 
MAĎARIČ
Minister of  
Culture

ALEXANDER 
MICOVČIN
Deputy Permanent 
Representative of the  
Slovak Republic to the EU

IVAN  
KORČOK
Government Plenipotentiary 
for the Slovak Presidency  
of the Council of the EU

MILAN  
ZACHAR
Director General,  
Secretariat of the Slovak  
EU Council Presidency

LUCIA 
ŽITŇANSKÁ
Minister of  
Justice

Most–Híd Smer SD Most–Híd

SNS Smer SD Smer SD

http://www.erstelesung.de/
http://www.vlada.gov.sk/jan-richter/
https://www.minzp.sk/en/about-us/ministry-environment/minister/
https://www.minedu.sk/zivotopis/
http://www.tatrasummit.org/tatrasummit2015/panellist/peter-javorcik
http://www.health.gov.sk/Titulka
http://www.culture.gov.sk/minister-of-culture-1cb.html
http://www.europeanaffairs.sk/en/ivan-korcok
https://www.government.nl/government/contents/members-of-cabinet/martijn-van-dam/cv
http://spectator.sme.sk/c/20121655/justice-minister-lucia-zitnanska-most-hid.html
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POLICY  
FIELDS
GENERAL AFFAIRS 

The Slovak Presidency will continue 
the implementation of the Inter-Insti-
tutional Agreement on Better Regula-
tion, in particular regarding the (multi-)
annual planning. A major task will be 
the review of the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014–2020 and the first 
assessment of the implementation of 
the rule of law mechanism. The Presi-
dency intends to adopt Council Con-
clusions on the further simplification 
and streamlining of the EU cohesion 
policy. Moreover, the Presidency con-
siders enlargement policy contrib-
utes to strengthening security and 
will promote an individual approach 
to each candidate country, in order 
to encourage internal reforms. Fur-
ther, the Presidency will continue to 
support macro-regional cooperation. 
Other topics to be tackled are cyber 
resilience and safety in industry. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

The Slovak Presidency aims to con-
tribute to a coherent external policy 
focusing on the principles laid down 
in the European Union Global Strat-
egy on Foreign and Security Policy 
(EUGS) and strengthening the Com-
mon Foreign and Security Policy 
(CFSP). A major task will be the work 
on a coordinated approach to mi-
gration governance while focusing 

on the root causes. Regarding de-
velopment policy, the Presidency 
will focus on the implementation 
of the Agenda 2030 and propose 
suggestions for improvement of 
the EU humanitarian aid system. 
Further, the Presidency will support 
the implementation of the Europe-
an Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and 
encourage a deepened cooperation 
with NATO. Moreover, the Presidency 
will promote a balanced trade policy 
and contribute to the EU’s strategic 
goal of strengthening the multilater-
al trading system, primarily focusing 
on TTIP and CETA negotiations. 

ECONOMIC AND 
FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 

In the field of economic and financial 
affairs, the Slovak Presidency aims to 
contribute to the completion of the 
Economic and Monetary Union, in 
particular the Capital Markets Union 
and the Banking Union. The Presi-
dency will continue discussions on 
the European Semester process and 
macroeconomic stabilisation, includ-
ing a common European unemploy-
ment insurance. Further, the Presiden-
cy aims to strengthen the potential 
of the European Fund for Strategic 
Investments. A major task will be the 
fight against terrorist financing as well 
as against tax evasion and tax avoid-
ance by means of a comprehensive 

European approach. The Presidency 
will promote fair and efficient corpo-
rate taxation, an upgraded common 
system of value added tax (VAT) and 
a common consolidated tax base for 
corporate income tax. Moreover, the 
Presidency will strive for an agree-
ment on the 2017-EU budget.

JUSTICE AND HOME 
AFFAIRS

In the field of justice and home af-
fairs, the Slovak Presidency aims to 
contribute to the further develop-
ment of EU policies, in particular in 
the fields of migration, asylum, bor-
der control and visas. A major task 
will be the work on new European 
laws on asylum and overcoming the 
divisions in the Council. Further, the 
Presidency intends to adopt Council 
Conclusions on the already adopt-
ed Action Plan on the Integration of 
Third-Country Nationals. The Presi-
dency will continue negotiations on 
the draft of the EU Blue Card Direc-
tive and support solutions and initia-
tives for the improvement and integ-
rity of the Schengen area. Moreover, 
the Presidency will focus on the pro-
tection of external borders and the 
fight against terrorism. Other topics 
to be tackled are the supply of digital 
content and the online sale of goods 
as well as more efficient cross-bor-
der judicial cooperation. 

http://www.erstelesung.de/
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EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL 
POLICY, HEALTH AND 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS

In this area, the Slovak Presidency 
will work to advance the negotia-
tions on the rules concerning free 
movement of workers, coordination 
of social security systems and post-
ing of workers. The Presidency will 
focus on discussions on legislative 
changes in the internal market with 
regards to social policy and the em-
ployment sector and aims at making 
progress in the legislation on im-
proving the protection of workers. 
Further, the Presidency will focus on 
the European pillar of social rights 
and debate the Commission’s pack-
age on skills. Concerning Roma in-
tegration, the Presidency intends to 
prepare draft Council Conclusions. 
In the health sector, the Presidency 
will continue negotiations on the re-
vision of the Framework for Medical 
Devices. Other topics will be tobac-
co control, antimicrobial resistance 
and non-communicable diseases. 

COMPETITIVENESS 

With view to competitiveness, the Slo-
vak Presidency will focus on building 
the single market, modernising indus-
try and better regulation. The Presi-
dency aims at reaching an approach 

on the proposal for a Regulation on 
addressing unjustified geo-blocking 
and at debating proposals on the ser-
vices passport and the notification 
procedure for the Services Directive. 
Further, the Presidency intends to 
continue negotiations on the propos-
al for the revision of the Consumer 
Protection Cooperation Regulation 
(CPC). With regards to industrial pol-
icy, the Presidency will pursue the 
implementation of the smart industry 
concept and promote the creation of 
appropriate framework conditions for 
boosting competitiveness. Moreover, 
the Presidency will continue the de-
bate on the efficient use of better reg-
ulation tools. Other topics to be ad-
dressed will be the copyright reform 
and support for young researchers. 

ENERGY

In the field of Energy, the Slovak Pres-
idency will give priority to building a 
secure and competitive Energy Union 
with a forward-looking climate policy. 
The Presidency will continue work on 
the review of the Regulation concern-
ing measures to safeguard Security 
of Gas Supply and further encourage 
regional cooperation. It will continue 
negotiations with the European Par-
liament on the revision of the Energy 
Efficiency Directive and the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive. 
At their informal meeting in July, EU 

energy and environment ministers 
will discuss the framework of EU Cli-
mate and Energy objectives, as well 
as energy prices and costs in Europe 
and the Storage Strategy. The Energy 
Council on 5 December will review 
the state of play and progress on the 
different dossiers and the develop-
ments in the external dimension of 
the EU energy policy.  

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

In the area of telecommunications, 
the Slovak Presidency will contin-
ue the intensive work on the im-
plementation of the Digital Single 
Market Strategy. The Presidency in-
tends to start negotiations with the 
European Parliament on the use of 
the 470-790 MHz frequency band 
and to ensure progress in negotia-
tions on the wholesale roaming re-
view. Further, the Presidency aims 
at advancing in the negotiations on 
the Regulation on cross-border par-
cel delivery services. Moreover, the 
Presidency will lead a political de-
bate on the new regulatory frame-
work for electronic communica-
tions networks and services during 
the Telecom Council which will be 
held on 2 December 2016. Finally, it 
will seek to reach an agreement to 
swiftly adopt Council Conclusions 
on the e-Government Action Plan 
put forward by the Commission. 

>>  POLICY  FIELDS
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TRANSPORT

In the field of transport, the Slovak 
Presidency aims to take forward the 
debate on the proposals in different 
transport areas, aiming to contribute 
to the realisation of the Single Euro-
pean Transport Area. With regards 
to air transport, the Presidency aims 
at facilitating innovation and com-
petitiveness in the field of drone 
production through a revision of the 
regulation on the European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA). In the field of 
inland waterway transport, the Pres-
idency will focus on a proposal for a 
Directive on the mutual recognition 
of qualification of workers. With view 
to maritime transport, it will conduct 
an initial discussion on the package 
of proposals on passenger ship 
safety. In rail transport, the Slovak 
Presidency will approve the EU’s 
position by means of a Council de-
cision on the preparation of a new 
Convention of the Organisation for 
Cooperation between Railways.

ENVIRONMENT

In the field of environmental af-
fairs, the Slovak Presidency aims to 
make the European economy more 
competitive, resource-efficient and 
low-carbon by fostering the tran-
sition towards a green and circu-
lar economy. A major task will be 

reaching an agreement on the revi-
sion of  Emissions Trading Scheme 
(EU ETS) and related proposals on 
sectors not included in the scheme 
and the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions. Further, the Presi-
dency will continue the Netherlands’ 
work regarding waste management, 
mercury and emission ceilings. 
Moreover, the Presidency intends to 
prepare the ratification of the Paris 
Agreement, as well as the EU’s ne-
gotiation positions for the next con-
ferences on climate change, trade 
in endangered species, protection 
of biological diversity and the ozone 
layer. Other topics to be tackled are 
the protection of water resources 
and the evaluation of the Birds and 
Habitats Directive.

AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES 

In the area of agriculture and fisher-
ies, the Slovak Presidency will look 
at ways to strengthen the position 
of farmers in the food supply chain 
and focus on annual fishing quotas. 
Concerning the crisis in the agricul-
tural market, the Presidency plans to 
monitor the situation and propose 
further measures for stabilisation. 
Further, the Presidency intends to 
make the EU the global leader in 
promoting sustainable global forest 
management and to advance the 

negotiations on the proposal for a 
Regulation on organic farming and 
labelling of organic products. An-
other focus will be the simplification 
of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP). With regards to fishing poli-
cies, the Presidency’s ambition is to 
reach a political agreement on indi-
vidual regulations on the Baltic Sea, 
the Black Sea, deep-seas species 
and other stocks. 

EDUCATION, CULTURE, 
YOUTH AND SPORT

In the field of education, the Slo-
vak Presidency will focus on talent 
development, developing life and 
digital skills within the framework 
of the New Skills Agenda. It will also 
support the development of more 
dynamic and attractive youth work 
and competences for a successful 
life.  Sport diplomacy and education 
through sport will also be present 
on the agenda. The Presidency will 
also continue the work on the mod-
ernisation of higher education. In 
the field of culture the Presidency 
will review the Council’s Work Plan 
for Culture for the period 2015-
2018, as well as the work on the 
decision concerning the European 
Year of Cultural Heritage. Further-
more, it will follow up the work on 
the revision of the Audiovisual Me-
dia Services Directive. 

>>  POLICY  FIELDS
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